
The National Assembly   March 7, 2008  

Bill to Amend and Supplement some Provisions of Law N° 96/ of 18 January 1996 to Amend The 
Constitution of 2 June 1972   (No819/PJL/AN) 

 

Amendments Tabled  by Hon Mbah-Ndam and the Members of the 
SDF Group 

 

                                     AMENDMENT                           N° 01 

 

SECTION 6 

  

Replace subsection 1 with the following new formulation:  

 

“(1): The President of the Republic shall be elected through direct, equal and secret 

universal suffrage on a two-round majority ballot. The President shall be considered 

elected on the first round if a candidate obtains an absolute majority of the valid votes cast. 

If at the first round of ballot, no candidate obtains an absolute majority of the votes cast, a 

second round ballot shall be conducted from which shall be considered elected as President, 

the candidate who obtains a simple majority of the valid votes cast. 

  

Only the first two candidates who obtained the highest number of the valid votes cast in the 

first round of ballot shall take part in the second round, conducted on the third Sunday 

following the date of proclamation of the results of the first round." 

  

PURPORT 

  

The first paragraph of the explanatory statement states clearly that the extensive institutional 

reform our country has embarked on is “to enable it better adapt to the exigencies of democracy 

and good governance.” Indeed many provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of Cameroon 

(law N° 96/06 of 18 January 1996) require slight modification to enable this fundamental law 

respond to the profound aspirations of Cameroonians and the establishment of a democratic basis 

for the institutions of Cameroon. For now and as the government has chosen to deal only with a 



few of its provisions including section 6, we  equally believe strongly that the most vital stage in 

the life of a nation is the election of the President of the Republic. Having regard to the existence 

of over two hundred political parties, the election of the President of the Republic on a two-

round majority ballot would avoid a President being elected, for example with 15% votes as 

against 85% of Cameroonians who might have voted against or simply abstained. This is the 

likely consequence of the existing provisions of section 6(1). A second round ballot would avoid 

major dissensions by way of alliances and consequently the harmonisation of programmes of 

government before and not after the election. So is proposal being made for the amendment of 

sections 6 (1). 

  

AMENDMENT  N° 02 

SECTION 6 

  

Suppress subsection 2 (new)  and maintain subsection 2 (old) 

  

 

PURPORT 

  

 2

We agree with the government that “the 1996 Constitution was designed and adopted in a quite 

particular post crises context”. Indeed, it would be recalled that in order to bring to an end the 

“ghost towns” and “ghost country”, the government convened a sort of Tri-partite forum that 

brought together all the meaningful forces of the Cameroonian body politic and that it was at this 

forum that it was resolved to carry out a constitutional revision and a committee was put in place 

to that effect. This committee however ran into difficulty, when there was total rejection of the 

examination of the Federal option and this led to the All Anglophone Conference which finally 

gave birth to a separatist movement that continues in existence to date. Peace was however re-

established in Cameroon when Parliament finally adopted section 6(2) as this was condoned 

even by those who were against the “unitarist” position since it was generally assumed that 

whether the present regime under President Biya ruled well or badly, an opportunity would be 

given Cameroonians, at the worst after 14 years, to try some one else. Thus, section (2) 

constitutes in fact a solemn pact between the present Biya Regime and the Cameroonian people. 



To attempt to abrogate it unilaterally at this late stage is to perpetrate a fraud on the Cameroonian 

people and put in jeopardy the peace and stability we have so far enjoyed and which is a 

condition sine qua non for our economic development and progress. It also lends good ground 

and argument for separatist thought.  

  

On purely democratic principles, it is common knowledge of our short experience that the 

incumbent President in Cameroon and elsewhere in Africa uses the governmental machinery for 

Campaign and the manoeuvre of elections, thus rendering it impossible the full expression of the 

sovereignty of the people. If such a provision does not exist, election of the President of the 

Republic will never be a true expression of the sovereign will of the Cameroonian people, which 

thus defeat the very fundamental tenet of democracy and the democratic alternation at the helm 

of the state. For these two and many other reasons we reject the attempt to amend section 6(2). 

   

 

AMENDMENT  N° 03 

SECTION 6 

  

In subsection 4, delete entirely the provisions of sub-paragraph(c) 

  

PURPORT 

  

There should be no circumstance in which the organisation of the Presidential election should 

require the amendment of the composition of the government. The provisions of sub-paragraph 

(c) traverse entirely the provisions of sub-paragraphs (a) & (b) of this sub-section. It gives room 

for an ambitious interim President to manipulate the electoral process in order to place himself or 

a crony of his, as Presidential candidate; whereas in fact this is the mischief which the provisions 

of sub-paragraphs (a) & (b) seek to remedy and avoid its occurrence.  
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AMENDMENT  N° 04 

  

ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL COUNCIL 

  

SECTION 48 

  

In subsection (1), replace the sentence: “It shall proclaim the results thereof” with “It shall give 

a final ruling on the results as proclaimed by Elections Cameroon” 

  

Insert a new paragraph which reads thus:  [“Elections Cameroon” abbreviated “ELECAM” 

shall be in charge of the organisation, supervision and control of free, reliable, fair and 

transparent elections and the conduct of referendums. It shall proclaim the results thereof. 

Its organisation, functioning and composition shall be fixed by law.] 

 

PURPORT 

  

The fact that the government has brought an amendment relating to the Constitutional council 

gives us locus standi to propose any amendment thereof with the view to remedy the weaknesses 

that were, in the words of the explanatory statement, “very quickly shown” in the application of 

the 1996 constitution.  

  

ELECAM, just like the defunct NEO anti-constitutional for neither section 48 nor any other 

constitutional provision provided for such an organ. All powers regarding the regularity and 

conduct of elections were vested in the Constitutional Council.  

  

In order to render ELECAM constitutional and separate the functions pertaining to the Electoral 

Commission from the juridical functions of the Constitutional Council the above amendment 

becomes necessary.  
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AMENDMENT   N° 05 

 

ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL COUNCIL 

  

SECTION 51 

  

Suppress subsection 1(new) and maintain subsection 1(old) 

   

PURPORT 

  

 In accordance with the provisions of subsection 2, the members of the Constitutional Council 

are appointed by the President of the Republic.  

  

Firstly, the President of the Republic has the direct right to designate three, and indirectly to 

designate six through the majority he wills in the National Assembly and the Senate and finally 

the two others through the Higher Judicial Council to which he is the Chairman. Thus, the 

incumbent President, while he is in his sixth (6) year of office, would organise the appointment 

of members of the Constitutional Council who will act in his favour in “ensuring the regularity of 

elections”. 

  

Secondly, there is no state institution that has a term of six years. The National Assembly and the 

Senate both have a term of five (5) years each. Regional and Local Councils have a term of Five 

(5) years respectively. The President of the Republic has a term of seven (7) years.  

  

In conclusion, the proposal to amend this subsection is backed by malice and bad faith. The 

reasons given in the explanatory statement are fallacious.  
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AMENDMENT N° 06 

   

ON THE COURT OF IMPEACHMENT 

  

SECTION 53 

  

In subsection 2, replace the expression “open ballot” with “secret ballot” and the expression 

“four-fifth” with “two-thirds”.  

  

PURPORT 

 

The impeachment of the President of the Republic is a serious matter and must not be left to be 

influenced by the fact that the vote is open as to enable some of the voters to be influenced or 

intimidated by the voting pattern of some other voters and thus cause them not to vote according 

to their consciences. 

  

A four-fifth majority stifles completely any possibility of ever impeaching a President of the 

Republic for this tantamount to a unanimous decision. The special majority found in our politico-

legal arsenal is “two-thirds majority” and this should equally apply in this regard.  

 

AMENDMENT N° 07 

  

ON THE TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS 

  

SECTION 67 

  

Suppress and delete entirely this addition of a new provision named as subsection (6). 

  

   

PURPORT 
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This new proposal contradicts in its entirety, the provisions of section 20 of this very 1996 

constitution which provides that “the senate shall represent the regional and local authorities”. 

There should be no reason for attempting to put in place the Senate before the regions. We have 

waited since 1996 to date with neither the Regions nor the Senate being put in place. We can as 

well wait for another considerable time to see the regions put in place for the electoral college of 

Senators to be constituted. Moreover, Senators elected only by local councillors cannot purport 

to be representatives of a region. This is an incongruity that does not augur well, having regard to 

the basic tenets of the 1996 constitution that lay emphasis on decentralisation. 


